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Countryside – The Low Weald. 
If you are sat in the garden of the New Inn enjoying your soda and potato wedges you are not quite in the Low Weald 
as Hurstpierpoint High Street is along a ridge of sandstone and 145 ft above sea level. If you are at the Sportsman Pub, 
Goddards Green or at the Royal Oak, Wineham, at a lower level, you definitely will find yourself in the Low Weald. 

The Low Weald is a broad low-lying clay vale which runs from Hailsham in East Sussex encompassing Burgess Hill and 
running alongside Hurstpierpoint on its way westward through parts of West Sussex and Surrey. The vale almost 
reaches the south side of Haywards Heath and misses Cuckfield which is part of the High Weald.  The vale more or less 
follows the A272 to Billingshurst where it swings around Horsham and Crawley as it starts to turn eastwards back on 
itself. The furthest the vale spreads out on our side is Steyning in the south and Haselmere and Cranleigh in the west 
which is the far side of the swing around.  Gatwick airport finds itself in the middle of the vale. 

 

The Low Weald is based on heavy clay which provides for tall hedgerows and woodland with small fields that are 
mainly used for pasture. Crops can be grown on the higher drier pockets of land associated with limestone or 
sandstone which are commonly also the sites of settlements. The vale is rich in ponds and small streams. Some of the 
ponds have been associated with brick making and the iron industry. Major rivers cross the Low Weald and with the 
River Adur there are extensive wetland habitats including marshes with water levels controlled by complex sluice 
systems. Generally, the vale is heavily dissected by river floodplains and many areas are subject to localised flooding. 

The Low Weald has its own particular rural character along with the settlements that are within it but when you hit the 
Gatwick area it becomes more flat and less wooded and is churned with urban sprawl along with road, rail and 
industrial developments. 

The Low Weald does not reach Reigate or Redhill but pushes along towards Kent south of the A25 and is about 6 miles 
wide at this stage whereupon it swings around Tonbridge heading to Ashford on the far side and Tenterden on the 
near side where it peters out. The Low Weald circles the High Weald on three sides. The remaining side of the High 
Weald faces the English Channel. 

Because there is an Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) to the north of Hurstpierpoint and the South Downs National Park 
to the south it means that all thoughts on housing and other development are concentrated on the Low Weald. There 
are already too many towns in close proximity to each other in this part of West Sussex. From Burgess Hill, Haywards 
Heath is only 1.5 miles away, Crawley only 10 miles, Horsham 11.5 miles and Brighton & Hove City 5 miles. Sayers 
Common is less than 1.5 miles from Burgess Hill. Our area of Low Weald is under serious development pressure. 

Stop Press – 12/08/14.    Housing news - appeal decisions deferred 

There are currently three large planning applications for new housing in the Parish. All have gone through the 'appeal' 
process and were 'called-in' by the Secretary of State (DCLG) for his final decision. The Parish Council had previously 
been told that the decision would be made by 12 August 2014, but they have now been advised that a decision on all 
three will be made by 8 September 2014 .  
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Mansion House – High Street. 

Mansion House is a prominent and historically significant property situated in the heart of Hurstpierpoint village. The 
brick faced timber framed building has surviving medieval sections dating back to the mid to late 16th century. The 
earlier origins of the property remain unknown but reportedly date back to 1350. 

 
The current occupiers commissioned Maggie Henderson, Historic Buildings Archaeologist, to carry out a historic 
building survey of the grade II* listed Mansion House. Over a period of nine months, Maggie assessed the origin and 
development of the property over time based on the surviving fabric of the building. The building is of different 
materials with the earliest surviving fabric dating to the mid to late 16th century.  

 
The historical value of the building lies in its mid to late 16th 
century origin, the surviving fabric of which gives clues to the 
form and decoration of the building. The house in its original 
form comprised a front section with the entrance on the west 
side leading into the hall in the medieval sense albeit a single-
storey one. To the rear on the east side the house was served by 
an attached kitchen wing with a secondary solid staircase that 
remains in situ. To the west a further face wing may have been 
included from the outset to provide a parlour wing. The floor-
plan then was in the traditional manner with the separate parts 
of the building serving specific functions: public, private and 
service, each accessed separately. 
 
The 17th century modifications upgraded the building to include link corridors and a principal staircase situated within 
a new southern extension. By creating links between the pre-existing areas the building was entering the modern era, 
moving away from the traditional medieval roots. In the Georgian era, the house underwent significant alterations to 
again bring it in-line with current trends: the building was given a new front and west facade; indeed, the west side 
was all but rebuilt to create a high-end cross wing with good storey heights, well-appointed heated rooms and well-lit 
roof space accommodation.  

 
{ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ΨǊŜŀŘΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 
degree, indicating in its standing fabric its origin and development through some 450 years of occupation. The high-
end features of the house, its size and location in relation to grounds and in the first instance, to ancillary buildings, 
indicate that the person responsible for the construction was one of wealth and status in the community.  
 
By the second quarter of the 17th century it is known that the occupants, the Beard family were gentlemen, with 
careers in law. The Beard family remained at the house for at least 150 years, superseded by the Weekes, a wealthy 
medical family with substantial property holdings in Sussex in the 19th century. The Weekes remained at the house, 
and the house accommodated the medical profession until 1947, with one brief interlude between 1850 and 1853 
when the Mansion House served as the school building for the newly created Hurst College prior to its relocation to 
the present purpose-built site. 

 
The Hurstpierpoint Society is grateful to the present owners for creating an historic record and sharing information on 
this much loved and admired village property. The full report has now been made publically available via the online 
encyclopaedia, Wikipedia as Mansion House ς Hurstpierpoint and will include details on phases of construction, 
owners and occupants from its medieval roots to the present.  
 

Tree Planting 2014/15. 

The Society continues its tree planting scheme and this winter a further 24 trees will be planted. The roads involved 
are Wilderness Road, Marchants Road and St Lawrence Way.  The planting is carried out by financial support from 
donors. If you are in a position to give the scheme your support by means of a donation you can do so via our website 
at   www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk and look under Membership & Donations for details. 

 

http://www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk/
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Local Economic Growth. 

Our County, District and Parish Councils have a responsibility for 
economic growth in one form or another and our Mid Sussex District 
CouncilΩǎ όa{5/ύ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Department has the job title 
ΨIŜŀŘ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 
the subject holds for our future wellbeing through planning.  

For economic growth to take place you need to see the big picture over 
a much larger area than the Councils individually represent. So 
partnerships have to take place. The lead economic partnership is the 
government Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) of which there are 39 
established across the UK. Our LEP is called Coast to Capital 
(www.coast2capital.org.uk) and has a small team based in Horsham. 
The area covered goes from Chichester across to Lewes and up through 
Gatwick to Croydon. The Coast to Capital LEP partnerships include 
Brighton, Hove & Lewes Economic Partnership, Coastal West Sussex 
Partnership, Croydon Development and Cultural Partnership, Gatwick 
Diamond Initiative and Rural West Sussex Partnership. 

Another economic growth scheme that is underway is that of a City Deal where the government directly deals with a 
City for it to take charge and responsibility for decisions that affect its area. To do what is best to help businesses grow 
and create economic expansion and at the same time decide how public money should be spent. The government and 
councils put in a certain amount of funds to encourage a much greater private investment.   

Brighton and Hove City along with its partners (Mid Sussex, Lewes, Adur, Worthing Councils) have succeeded in 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ /ƛǘȅ 5ŜŀƭΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ŝƴŀble the area to fulfil its economic potential, turning it from a 
mid-ranking economy into one of the highest performing urban economies in the UK. For Mid Sussex, the City Deal will 
specifically maximise opportunities for the delivery of the Science Park along the A2300 which is in our Parish. To 
manage the affairs of this City Deal, a Greater Brighton Economic Board (GBEB) has been formed to manage a Joint 
Committee on which local authority members will be represented and the Greater Brighton Business Partnership on 
which the Coast to Capital LEP, business and education sectors will be represented.  

Burgess Hill is considered an area for development in general terms and along with the City Deal and a potential 
second runway at Gatwick, Mid Sussex could be under huge pressure for houses and industrial/office buildings which 
means that Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common Parish Council will need all the support it can get in the Neighbourhood 
Plan currently being examined, and on future Plans that it will need to develop into the years to come.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288903/Greater_Brighton_City_Dea
l.pdf  

  

Wildlife – Ladies Walk. 

We know that wild animals are very close around us here in rural 
Hurstpierpoint but we do not often see them and cannot be sure 
how close they really are. Ladies Walk is a strip of woodland that 
is owned by the Society and runs at the back of a number of 
houses at the end of Trinity Road. Resident Matt Russell captured 
this photo last April in mid morning from his bedroom window. 
Our wildlife corridor now has evidence that it is working. 
 
We are reasonably sure it is a female Muntjac and these animals 
browse on the leaves of bramble and other woodland shrubs of 
which Ladies Walk has plenty. If you cannot see them you could 
probably hear them from their loud bark - a single sharp cry 
repeated every few seconds.  
 

http://www.coast2capital.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288903/Greater_Brighton_City_Deal.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288903/Greater_Brighton_City_Deal.pdf
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High Court Judgement. 

A Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is difficult to achieve with the all processes it has to go through including the electoratesΩ 
say when the opportunity of a referendum is presented to them. 

In July, Winslow, a 12th century market town in Buckinghamshire, had been through all those processes including that 
of the Examiner who cleared the Plan to go to referendum. The referendum was duly organised and ballot papers 
printed when a developer suddenly applied for an injunction to stop the referendum taking place. The developer was 
arguing that Winslow should more than double its existing size of 2000 houses to 4000 by 2030. Winslow had already 
doubled in size since 1974.  

The developer was effectively trying to stop the NP that would determine how the town would grow. The developer 
was granted a High Court hearing for the 22nd July, two days before the referendum was due to take place. It appears 
the developer had two planning appeals outstanding and if the referendum took place and a majority of the electorate 
supported the NP then the Planning Inspectorate would be unlikely to support the appeals if it meant contradicting 
the NP. 

The High Court Judge said that cancelling the referendum would not be in the public interest and that the developer 
had other courses of action available should the NP be voted in by majority support. It would be interesting to know 
what those alternate courses of action might be. 

The Hurstpierpoint Society has declared its support for the Neighbourhood Plan as presented by our Parish Council 
even though we remain concerned about the Little Park development. We believe that having a NP will best serve our 
community in the long term and that we will be better off with a Plan than we would be without. 

 

 Andrew Hair stands down as Secretary/Clerk.  

After nineteen years with the Society as a Member, Committee Member and currently as Secretary/Clerk, Andrew has 
needed to stand down from his current task to concentrate on family associated activity that is taking much more of 
his time than he ever envisaged. He does remain a Life Member of the Society. We would like to thank Andrew for all 
his efforts over the years especially his reliability throughout.  

We now need a replacement for Andrew and look forward to having a volunteer come forward. We are also in need of 
another Committee Member. Please phone Patrick Kehoe 834558 or email him at hurstsociety@gmail.com. 

 

Member Email Addresses.  

The Society is in the process of evaluating how best to upgrade its Membership data onto bespoke software that will 
permit the Society to gather and hold information more accurately and safely. In that process we will be able to store 
your email address which will allow us to communicate with you more readily whenever the appropriate occasion 
arises. It has become standard practice to provide email addresses to trusted persons for business, social or other 
reasons but if you are not convinced then you need not provide one. However, if you are content with our request you 
can provide your email address to the Society by emailing  hurstsociety@gmail.com and putting Email in the subject 
box and giving your name and address in the text area.  We now have those of our Collectors who distribute this 
Newsletter and collect subscriptions ς communications have improved. 

 

Patron: Mrs Judy Parfitt           President: Lady Cynthia Barnes            Vice President:  Mrs Wendy Rogers                  
 
Committee: 
Chairman: Mr Patrick Kehoe,  Hon. Treasurer: Mr Patrick Haworth, Mr Guy Hudson, Mrs Sue Deane,  Mr Tim Jones,  Mr Michael Nailard,              
Mrs Maxine Tyler, Mrs Lyn Williams.           Mr Stephen Hand ς Parish Council.                     
 
Contacts:      Enquiries:  hurstsociety@gmail.com             Editor: patrick_kehoe@btconnect.com   
                       Website:   www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk             Printed by:  The Danewood Press 
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