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Gatwick Airport – 2
nd

 Runway? 

It is fortunate that Hurstpierpoint is twenty miles directly south of Gatwick Airport as this distance and position relieve 
our village from much of the aircraft noise and other environmental issues. However, there is always the possibility of 
a second main runway after the legal agreement with WSCC runs out in 2019. What could this mean for Hurstpierpoint 

if the runway became a reality? 

Gatwick believes that the existing runway can grow capacity from 
its current 34 million passengers a year to 45 million and will see it 
through to the mid-2020s. A second runway would allow capacity to 
grow to 70 million passengers a year.  

Provided a second runway is built parallel to the existing main 
runway, aircraft traffic flows in and out of the airport will most likely 
remain in the same directions as at present. This means that aircraft 
taking off from Gatwick will seldom overfly Hurstpierpoint. The 
drone of aircraft arriving and possibly holding over Hurstpierpoint 
will obviously increase. The adjacent photograph shows the current 
main runway on the left and an auxiliary runway on the right. A new 
runway is most likely to be placed left (south) of the main runway. 

More aircraft and passenger traffic will mean more hotels, more 
cars, more jobs, more demand for housing. It is cars and housing that are going to affect Hurstpierpoint in the long 
term as the airport area philosophy for Mid Sussex towns and villages is, “we supply the jobs and you supply the 
dormitories”. So add this to our present day issues on housing and we can see the problem is not going to go away. 
Our towns will need to seriously consider the increased use of multi storey dwellings to accommodate the housing 
demand and prevent the over use of countryside and villages to meet that demand. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Under the previous Government, housing requirements were calculated at a national level and targets were set for 
each regional planning authority (RPA).  The RPA would then divide the housing target between each local planning 
authority (LPA) ours being Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC). 

The current Coalition Government is in the process of abolishing regional planning and regional planning targets as a 
consequence of the Localism Bill, but an EC Directive required that the Strategic Environmental Assessments could not 
be revoked unless the environmental assessments were re-established at a local level. This requirement meant the 
updating of the assessments and further consultation. Consequently, the Government has now confirmed that the 
Regional Strategy for the South East of England will be revoked immediately after the current parliamentary recess 
ends on 25th February2013.  

This means that MSDC can now make progress on its District Plan which will set the planning strategy for Mid Sussex 
up to 2031. Despite the abolition of housing targets, MSDC will still have to set aside enough land to satisfy housing 
demand. This housing target will need to be based on evidence in order to be approved by the Planning Inspector. The 
previous regional housing figure allocated to MSDC was 17,100 but now that MSDC has control the figure it 
recommends is around 10,600 dwellings over the 20 year period. Town and Parish Neighbourhood Plans will now need 
to be fed into MSDC’s District Plan. The delay in revocation had held up the Neighbourhood Plan process but now it 
can be finalised and then submitted to MSDC and others for approval and hopefully be put to the electorate of 
Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common in the form of a referendum in the autumn of 2013. 
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A House of Special Interest ς Wickham House. 

Wickham House is one of our treasured village houses being 
timber framed and of Tudor origin (16th century). It would have 
had a thatched roof in its early days. As changes were made to 
the house it came to have three windows which were all at the 
front of the house with two at the ground floor level. The upper 
window was part of a jetty or parapet structure that was 
eventually banned due to known collapses onto pedestrians. The 
main door was on the east side of the house where the garage is 
today.  

In 1739 the rear of the house was extended and two bricklayers, 
TB and MS, initialed and dated a brick each which they then 
included into the wall build. It was probably during this time 
period that the present front door and windows were installed 
with a ceiling to separate the ground and first floors. The loft 
floor was used for the storage of grain when one of the residents 
was a grain merchant. High on the east wall is a doorway where 
a pulley would have been installed for lifting grain into this loft area.  

The reason that Wickham House has been picked as a house of special interest is because the front of the house is not 
brickwork but mathematical tiles. Brick and slate became the new form of outer structure of buildings, especially after 
the fire of London, and many timber framed buildings in Hurstpierpoint (Danny, Mansion House, New Inn, etc.) had 
brick or rendered facades introduced to cover the existing wattle and daub. Mathematical tiles were more affordable 
than bricks but gave the same outward appearance. The tiles were most likely made at Keymer and were fixed to the 
building by the use of wooden battens in the same way we do today with our roof and hanging tiles. In the measured 
gap between the tiles was inserted a limestone mortar. In the case of Wickham House the ‘quoins’ at the edge of the 
front wall are made of wood. Across the road at the Mansion House they are made of stone. Mathematical tiles would 
certainly keep out the wind and rain and improve the comfort of the house and its longevity.   

 

Gift Aid  

All subscriptions, donations and legacies (Gifts) made to Hurstpierpoint Society are eligible for Gift Aid from HM 
Revenue & Customs (HMRC) provided the persons making such Gifts are current Taxpayers.  

The Gift Aid provided by HMRC is 25% additional to what has been gifted to the Society by the Taxpayer. Some 
examples: A joint Life Membership payment of £30 will attract £7.50 from HMRC, £50.00 to our Tree Fund would 
provide an extra £12.50 and a Legacy of £5000 would mean an additional £1250. This Gift Aid from HMRC is 
Government encouragement to the public at large to support charities whenever they can do so and the Gift Aid is 
effectively some of your Income or Capital Gains tax, already paid, being handed over to the one or more of your 
favourite charities. 

For the Society to obtain this Gift Aid it has to make a yearly claim to HMRC. The Society needs to show the amount of 
the Gift and name the Taxpayer. If the person providing the Gift is not a taxpayer the Society cannot make a claim for 
Gift Aid, so the Society needs to be sure of your status. 

HMRC requires each Taxpayer to make a 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ άthat in order for the Society to claim Gift Aid the Taxpayer must 
pay sufficient Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover all Gifts given to charities and community amateur sports 
clubs, in any tax year, where a claim to HMRC will be made by the charity or sports club”. Council Tax and VAT do not 
count. The Declaration will cover both present and future gifts. Members are asked to review their tax paying status 
and if the situation has changed since making their original Gift Aid declaration then they should contact our 
Treasurer, Patrick Haworth, m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com or phone 842857. 

                  

 

 

The Society’s AGM will be held at 2pm on the 27th April in the Club Suite of the Village Centre.                                    
A talk on the subject of ‘Conservation ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ IƻǳǎŜǎΩ will be given by Robin Nugent. 

All Members are encouraged to attend. 
 

mailto:m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com
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 Hurstpierpoint Society Conservation & Design Awards 2013 
 
St Lawrence School 

Headmaster: Paul Dyer 
 
Awarded for the excellent design and workmanship 
involved in building an extension to St Lawrence School. 
Meticulous attention to detail has faithfully followed the 
detailed brickwork, stone mullioned windows and roof 
ridge of the original school building.    
        

      New extension            Old portion of School 

Nbrs:  3, 5, 7, 9 & 11 Cuckfield Road.                          

Manufactured by Camelia Botnar Foundation, Cowfold. 

Awarded for the high standard of design and workmanship in replacing iron 
railings at the front of property. Collaboration with neighbours has resulted in the 
same sympathetic design being used for railings and gates along a row of five 
houses. This kind of community spirit has resulted in enhancing the Victorian 
terraces and providing a visually attractive feature in a prominent location in the 
village. 

The Parish Room, West Furlong Lane. 

Julian & Harriet Rumball. 

Awarded for the excellent standard of design and workmanship 
achieved in converting the old Parish rooms into a stylish family home. 
The original architectural detail in the façade has been retained, 
including the foundation stone commemorating the Campion and 
Borrer families. This has resulted in the sympathetic conservation of an 
historic building in a very prominent position in the village.  
 

 

Furlong House ς Boundary wall adjacent to the twitten.  

Mr & Mrs Simon Yates 

Awarded for the high standard of design achieved. The brick wall runs along the 
twitten opposite an older listed wall and the two walls frame a spectacular view of 
the church steeple. Sympathetic materials have been used, with particular emphasis 
on the detailed brickwork and coping, which replicates the style of the original wall. 
It is in keeping with its setting in this prominent position in the village.  

            

 

Halton Shaws, Hassocks Road 

Philip & Victoria Papenfus 

This award acknowledges a new-build that sets a bench mark in terms 
of modern ecological design incorporating the use of high insulation 
and heat recovery systems. This stylish family home is the product of 
excellent design and top-rate craftsmanship, resulting in a striking 
building using expansive areas of modern glazing.  
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Hurstpierpoint Society ς Committee Member 

The Society is in need of another committee member who has a strong interest in local heritage and planning issues 
but also be able to help with website, newsletters, membership administration, fund raising, etc.. The Society meets 
on monday evenings once per month and a member is expected to attend a minimum of six meetings per year. Access 
to email and internet is very important. If you would like to show an interest and discuss further please contact  Lyn 
Williams on 834765 or lyn-williams@tiscali.co.uk. Alternatively, Andrew Hair on 832366 or at 
andrew@hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk  

Camelia Botnar Foundation 

The railings and gate shown above in our Awards section were manufactured by the metal work team of students at 
the Camelia Botnar Foundation at Cowfold, West Sussex. The Foundation endeavours to train and educate 16-21 year 
olds who are in special need due to circumstances outside of their control. They are enabled to improve conditions in 
their lives and to develop as individuals. The training facilities provided are fully equipped and besides metalwork 
there is carpentry, catering, estate management, painting & decorating, building, pottery and horticulture. Do visit the 
Foundation’s website at http://cameliabotnar.com/  

Hurstpierpoint Secret Gardens ς can you help? 

Every year on a Sunday afternoon in June, about 10 gardens in Hurstpierpoint open to the public. All of the proceeds 
are given to charity. Jan Salter has organised this event since the mid 1990’s but is now unable to do so.  Bec Hanley 
has taken over and is asking garden owners if they would be willing to open their garden to the public on the 16th June 
this year. Your garden does not have to be perfect or weed free – it just has to offer something interesting for people 
to look at. Bec would also welcome plants they can sell on the plant stall and cakes for the gardens that will do teas. 
Your contact for Bec is  bec@twocanassociates.co.uk or phone 834169. 

The Millennium Garden 

It is now 12 years since work started on creating the Millennium Garden. For those living to the east of the village, and 
especially for school children, it provides a quiet walking route to the village and school well away from traffic. The 
wild flowers at certain times of the year are quite outstanding. 

St George’s Millennium Garden Trust, a charity, leases the garden from the Parish Council. The Trust manages the 
garden by the means of volunteers. Working parties to clear the path, cut the brambles and weeds, and rake the grass 
are arranged periodically for both weekdays and Saturdays. So if you can help please contact Patrick Haworth on 
842857 or email m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com Normally, each session lasts about a couple of hours and is not 
onerous. Membership of the Trust costs only £5.00 per annum.  

The Trust’s AGM is being held at the Bowls Club, South Avenue, on the 13th March 2013 at 7.30pm. 

Hurst Tree Fund 

The tree planting scheme is now underway with 24 trees planted last December spread throughout Orchard Way, 
Weald  Close and Idenhurst. We will continue with another planting this year and hope to be able to have at least the 
same numbers of trees. If we can increase the number of trees planted each year we will be able to complete the 
scheme within four years rather than the five or six currently envisaged. The Society would welcome financial support 
from the village community to help us achieve this outcome. Our website   www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk  gives 
full details on how to donate or you can contact  hursttreefund@gmail.com or phone 834558 for further information. 

 

Patron: Mrs Judy Parfitt           President: Lady Cynthia Barnes            Vice President:  Mrs Wendy Rogers                  
 
Committee: 
Chairman: Mrs Lyn Williams, Hon. Treasurer: Mr Patrick Haworth,  Mrs Sue Deane, Mr Stewart Hall, Mr Tim Jones, Mr Patrick Kehoe, Mrs Rosalind 
Mead, Mr Michael Nailard, Mrs Maxine Tyler.            Mr Neil Milton – Parish Council.                    Clerk:  Mr Andrew Hair 
 
Contacts:      Clerk: andrew@hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk              Editor: patrick_kehoe@btconnect.com   
                       Website:   www.hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk             Printed by:  The Danewood Press 
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