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Mid Sussex District Plan (The Plan) 
2021–2039 Review  -  U!date

Once again, the Autumn/Winter Newsle�er has an 
update on the progress of the Plan, and I fully 
an�cipate that next year’s Autumn/Winter 
Newsle�er will have a further progress report.

During the last 2 weeks of October, the Plan went 
through Stage 1 Examina�on hearings, which I a�ended 
either in person, or virtually, for all sessions, along with 
statutory consultees including local authori�es, several 
developers and their barristers, representa�ves from 
Parish Councils and other local groups, most notably  
WILD (Watchdog For Intrusive Local Development - 
Albourne and Sayers Common) and CPRE. 

The main purpose of the Stage 1 hearings was to 
consider whether the Plan was both legal and sound 
in terms of being:

• Posi�vely prepared;
• Jus�fied and appropriate; 
• Effec�ve and deliverable over its period; and
• Consistent with na�onal policy.

One of the early points to arise was that due to 
delays, the Plan will need to be extended to 2040, in 
order to run for 15 years from 2025. This is important 
as it increases the number of dwellings required from 
19,741 to 20,710 (latest adjusted figures from MSDC), 
and reduces the oversupply from 1,042 to 310.
A second more important point was that MSDC have 
calculated their dwelling requirements only on the 
number of dwellings needed for Mid Sussex. This is 
because of the lack of sustainable loca�ons between 
the Aigh Weald Na�onal Landscape (AONB) in the 
north, and the South Downs Na�onal Park. The 
oversupply would have been partly available to 
meet the unmet need in neighbouring over-
lapping housing authori�es, primarily Crawley and 
Aorsham, with Brighton C Aove having a 
secondary overlap. The unmet need figures are 
currently being updated, and are between 24,000 
and 30,000 over the period to 2040. Aowever, 
these authori�es do not expect Mid Sussex to 
take all of these as they understand the pressures 
in our district. This is important   as it falls under 
the DDuty to Co-operateE with neighbouring 
authori�es, and is a requirement under na�onal 
policy. Despite Crawley and Aorsham authori�es 
not raising any doubt about suFcient co-
opera�on, this was heavily debated especially 

Non-answer of the day.
 MSDC traffic consultant explains why she can’t answer the 

Inspector’s ques�on regarding !urst Society’s e"idence sur"ey.

due to Brighton C Aove’s large unmet need. It was 
agreed that MSDC will need to provide the evidence 
that they have co-operated with neighbouring 
authori�es and may need to make a modifica�on to 
the Plan for DsomeE of their unmet need. 
A third issue arose over the lack of spa�al strategy for 
the district and how housing sites were selected. Both 
the Society and the Parish Council have said that the 
Plan is Ddeveloper ledE based on sites put forward for 
development by developers. The Inspector, Louise 
Nurser, now wants to see the ra�onale behind which 
areas will be developed, and more detail on the site 
selec�on process, whether the Plan makes effec�ve 
use of land, including previously developed land, and 
whether there should be a higher density of housing, 
where appropriate. This would require a further 
sustainability assessment and consulta�on.

There was a long discussion about the relevance of 20 
minute neighbourhoods, i.e. all facili�es being 
available within 20 minutes of travel (not by carG). 
Despite MSDC arguing for this in the Plan, the general 
feeling was that this is not applicable to Sayers 
Common. Addi�onally, the Inspector raised an issue 
about the new infrastructure required and how this 
will be monitored and managed to ensure it is built.

The Inspector was concerned about 3rd party 
evidence being ignored, including the TraFc Survey 
prepared by the Society, and some reports (no�ceably 
Strategic Flood Risk Appraisal and Transport Studies) 
being completed aHer the Regula�on 19 consulta�on, 
which may appear to be an aHerthought. MSDC now 
needs to work with Na�onal Aighways to understand 
what further work their consultants, SISTRA, need to 
do in rela�on to the transport evidence, to sa�sfy 
Na�onal Aighways that the safety issue mi�ga�ons 
are appropriate. Con�nued on the #ac$ page
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At our AS? in 5une, 1im 5ones introduced our exci�ng 
new we&site pro>ect called NowC1hen to promote the 
Aigh 'treet. 1his was formally launched at the 't 
+awrence -air in 5uly and never have we heard so many 
people say DWOWE as they opened it on their phones.

-or those who have not yet visited the pro>ect on our 
we&site, we’re including details of how to access it, and 
hope you’ll use it to discover what was on, is now on, or 
coming to, our Aigh 'treet.

Iou can access it from the Aurstpierpoint 'ociety 
we&site ,hurstpierpointsociety.org.u%/ and then clic% on 
the ta& la&elled NowC1hen. 

Or you can scan this O0 code &elow using your phone or 
iPad, and that will ta%e you straight to the opening page.

1he concept for Now7+
en is ;uite simple. 1o promote 
and show our Aigh 'treet as never seen &efore, unless 
you were here in the (<K8s ,1hen/ coupled with what is 
here or happening ,NOW/, and the means to search for 
what you want, right here in Aurst.

*learly, &y its very concept, this is an ongoing pro>ect, 
and we loo% forward to hearing from you regarding 
anything we’ve missed, or anything new. It would &e 
exci�ng to see any old images that may&e lur%ing in 
aTcs, which we and the ?useum Sroup would love to 
see. Do let us %now how this can &e improved &y 
contac�ng adminPhurstpierpointsociety.org.u%.    
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1he Aurstpierpoint ?useum Sroup has 
put in a new display in the ca&inet in the 
Lillage *entre showing photographs and 
images of the Aigh 'treet &etween a&out 
(K@: and (<U8. 

In addi�on, in the centre of the ca&inet 
we have displayed the &eau�ful original 
watercolour pain�ngs of the North and 
'outh side of the Aigh 'treet created &y 
Dere% 0ogers &etween (<KU and (<KK. 
Dere% and Wendy, were one.�me owners 
of 1he ?int Aouse &oo% shop, ,where 
Poponin is now/ and he is and was a 
highly s%illed graphic ar�st. 1hese images 
have &een scanned and digitally 
recreated in the DNow and 1henE pro>ect 
on the Aurst 'ociety we&site ,see leH/.

1he ?useum Sroup would &e delighted 
to welcome any new mem&ers who 
would &e interested in helping to put on 
the displays, and to research the history 
of the village, and care for the artefacts 
we have collected over the years. As 
some of the mem&ers have now &een 
wor%ing diligently for over $: years to put 
on the displays, they feel the �me has 
come to hand on the &aton to younger 
mem&ers who may have �me to add to 
the %nowledge of the history of the 
community, and to help to show it to 
today’s community of residents. 

We are also loo%ing for less humid storage 
facili�es for our o&>ects and materials, 
especially the paper collec�ons, and to  
try to locate somewhere they could &e 
permanently displayed or accessed &y   
the community should it wish to do so.     
If anyone has somewhere accessi&le in 
the village . hopefully on or in the Aigh 
'treet or near&y area that may &e 
suita&le, please contact us via2 
adminPhurstpierpointsociety.org.u%.

'helagh has stepped down from the commi�ee aHer 
serving a second term from April $8(U to 5uly $8$9. 
During this �me, she has managed our online 
presence, including seTng up the 'ocietyVs new 
we&site in $8(<. 1his update allowed us to expand our 
content, such as the Aeritage 1rail and the Now C 1hen 
pro>ect, as well as the transi�on to online &an%ing and 
mem&ership renewals. 'helagh has also &een a regular 
helper at our AS?s and on our stall at the 't +awrence 
-air, and we will greatly miss her valua&le contri&u�on.
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  Stapler Wse the Q�ind’ Box to search for 
the goods or services you’re 
loo%ing for here in Aurst. With 
over :,888 words to search, 
from Anchovies to Xweigelt, 
give it a go and save yourself a 
driveG

*lic% to exp�o�e the en�re Aigh 
'treet as it was in the eigh�es, 
Y 5ust scroll leH or right on 
your phone, ta&let or for an 
op�mum view4 use a computer.

Or Wse the Q�ind �� cate o��’ 
list. 1he home page gives you 
lots of op�ons, >ust let your 
6ngers do the scrolling leH and 
right in the Aigh 'treet, or up 
and down in traders’ pop.ups, 
and >ust go shoppingG

Need a staplerZ

Well yesG Y
But loo%

what else the
 Post OFce doesG
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It is &ased on two extraordinary 
watercolours, created &y Dere% 
0ogers ,(<KU.(<KK/ which were 
scanned. 1his in itself was no 
mean feat, as you will see if you 
visit the Lillage *entre ,currently 
&eing exhi&ited, see Paul 0ogers’ 
ar�cle . far right/, as it was 
created in @DG 

1he artwor%s, depic�ng the 
North and 'outh sides of the 
Aigh 'treet from *rossways to 
>ust &eyond 'outh Avenue and 
&ac%, are each over (: feet longG 
We cannot express our gra�tude 
to Dere% enough for allowing us 
to use these fa&ulous treasures.

'o QNow
7
+
en’ is an interac�ve 
guide to our Aigh 'treet. 

Wse the Q!"W’ C Q#$E!’ &u�ons 
to see current Aigh 'treet 
traders, and in places, historical 
views even further &ac% in �me 
through the late (<th and early 
$8th centuries. 

!"W Bu�ons will show what is 
there now. ?ost traders’ lin%s 
include, what they do, their 
contact details4 phone num&ers 
and email addresses, we& site or 
social media lin%s, opening hours 
and a few images. Or #$E!
&u�ons to ta%e you even further 
&ac% in �me. 

Now C 1hen is of course only as 
good as the informa�on given to 
us, which on the whole has &een 
ama[ingG #han% �o& #�ade�s'

We &sed to sa�: 
 se it "r 6"se it

!o() it*s: 
7ind it 8+D  se it9 

-+"�&��en

1he 'ociety gives a huge 
than% you for the many many 

hours put into this ongoing 
tas% &y 1im 5ones and 
*hristopher ?aidment

�ind

+o&th side

!o�th side
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What happens next"
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Con�nued fro' the front page

It is hard to determine the eventual outcome but 
there are 3 poten�al op�ons:

1. The submi�ed plan is sound and can be 
approved X unlikely as modifica�ons have 
been requested,

2. Request modifica�ons to the District Plan to 
make it sound, or

3. Reject the District Plan either because the 
Plan is not sound and could not be made 
sound by changes, or the Council has not 
complied with the Duty to Co-operate.

We will know more once the Inspector has sent her 
le�er (which goes via the relevant government 
minister first) to Mid Sussex District Council outlining 
what she wants them to do next. Modifica�ons have 
already been requested, as outlined above, and 
MSDC are already working on these. If modifica�ons 
can be made to the Plan to make it sound (Op�on 2), 
the Inspector, will confirm the arrangements for the 
Stage 2 hearings, which will consider the policies in 
the Plan in more detail. If Op�on 3 applies, then a 
new Plan will need to be prepared. 

Although many groups of people are unhappy with 
the Plan, it’s important to remember that MSDC 
needs to find loca�ons for at least 20,000 homes over 
the next 15 years. The latest figures following a 
planning appeal for 120 houses in Albourne in 
October 2023, show that the district has a five-year 
housing land supply, which currently gives some 
protec�on against large specula�ve planning 
applica�ons, but if, or when, this no longer applies,   
it will be diFcult to reject them.
Aowever, the review of the 201L Plan 
is now more than 5 years old and it is 
important that this latest Plan is 
finalised to provide some certainty for 
residents, businesses and services so 
that the correct infrastructure can
be planned for and 
provided. 

,se this -+ code to see 
)he Society’s +esponses to )he *lan

.see *age / and a#o"e0
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Season's Greetings
to our Mem�ers
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Aousehold Life Membership has been Z40 since the 
Spring of 201L (which equates to eight years at Z5 per 
annum if paying each year), and we’ve resisted raising 
it un�l now. With effect from January 1st 2025, Life 
Membership will increase to Z50, so if you want to 
take advantage of the lower price, you have un�l New 
Iear’s Eve to upgrade to Life Membership for Z40. For 
now, we’re leaving Annual Membership at Z5.

If you s�ll owe your subscrip�on for 
this year, and you wish to con�nue 
your membership, please use this KR 
code, or follow the instruc�ons on the 
Membership Renewal page of our 
website hurstpierpointsociety.org.uk

Alterna�vely, you will have received a Su#scrip�on
envelope with your newsle�er, indica�ng how much 
you owe (a few members also owe for 2023). If you 
prefer to con�nue paying in cash, please place your 
annual subscrip�on in the envelope with your name 
and address and deliver to one of the addresses 
marked on the envelope.

For any ques�ons regarding your membership or 
subscrip�ons, please email Julia via 
treasurerNhurstpierpointsociety.org.uk.

We have a small team of QCollectors’, who deliver our 
Newsle�ers to Members twice a year, and collect the 
annual subscrip�on from any household s�ll 
preferring to pay by cash. The online payment 
facili�es are a tremendous benefit to them, as they 
can now deliver over 50[ of Newsle�ers without 
having to hope someone answers the door to hand 
over their fiverG Iou can, of course, give the Collector 
Z40 to upgrade your membership, and we won’t 
need to knock/ring the bell in future.  If you’d like to 
give even more support, by volunteering to become 
one of our valued Collectors, please email Lyn, via 
chairmanNhurstpierpointsociety.org.uk.

We have 59[ of our members’ email addresses 
through membership forms and online payments.  
During the COPID lockdowns, we realised the value 
of being able to communicate with members 
electronically and we are aware of the environmental 
impact of prin�ng. Most organisa�ons now send their 
newsle�ers via email, and we would like to offer this 
as an op�on to our members. If you would prefer to 
receive electronic versions, please email 
treasurerNhurstpierpointsociety.org.uk. If we may 
have an old email address for you, please email giving 
your name and address, and I’ll check/update our 
records as required.

Me24ershi! & Su4scri!6%ns

7utstandin0 Su4scri!6%ns

Su4scri!6%n 5%llect%rs

5%22unica6%ns & $ewsle8ers

-and 9nall/ 

1ulia 8ir#y
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